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WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                

Envelopes:  You may do this by putting your pledge in the envelopes and bring them to church.   

Direct Debit: (include your envelope number if applicable)  
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”,   BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 

Your Weekly Offering 

Firstly I am grateful that I received a scholarship to 
attend a two day conference of the Australian & New 
Zealand Addiction Conference on the Gold Coast last 
week. Second I am grateful that I and many of the  
presenters were able to attend ‘virtually’ as due to the 
Lockdown we were unable to attend in person. 
 

I have hope after hearing about initiatives taking place 
to address the issue of addiction and the stories of 
those who had recovered from various addictions. One 
of these initiatives is to reduce the ‘blame and shame’ of those people who have a problem with alcohol consumption, drug 
use - both illicit and pharmaceutical -- and gambling. These are now widely seen as health issues and rightly so from my  
Research and experience of working in the field. 
 

The so called ‘War on Drugs’ has not been successful. However, a recent production on Stateline documented the success 
of how Portugal has dealt with the drug issue by decriminalizing drug use and the money saved on Law Enforcement is now 
spent on Rehabilitation and Mental Health with enormous success. People found in possession of a small amount of        
cocaine, cannabis, heroin etc are given a caution and may be sent to a rehabilitation centre but those dealing in larger 
amounts of drugs are still prosecuted. There is no sexy marketing of alcohol or drug use, it has been approached in a        
similar manner to how we tackled tobacco use, which was and still is relatively successful. 
 

Rev Tim Costello spoke about the issue of gambling addiction. Australia has 75% of the world’s Pokie machines. Following 
the 1999 Findings of the Productivity Commission Inquiry into Gambling, it found that Australia had the 40% greater losses 
per capita than the nation which came second in the world and the more recent Inquiry in 2007 reaffirmed these and many   
other findings. Now, 12% of the NSW State’s income comes from Pokies, similarly in Victoria, so these findings were put on 
the back burner! 
 

We need to shift the blame from the individual being told to ‘gamble (or drink) responsibly’ to that of the pubs and clubs, 
shopping centres, many offering free meals or coffee when playing the machines. There are Pokie machines everywhere. 
Accessibility is the main causal link to addiction.  
 

In Victoria we have $1,250 loss per person annually, but looking to the postcodes of where the losses are highest, it is in the 
poorer areas. In order to have a positive impact we need to slow down machines, have precommitment and $1 bets as   
suggested by the Productivity Commissions. Suddenly there is a moment, a crack, with a glimmer of hope as the current 
NSW Inquiry is now lifting the lid and seeing Crown Casinos enabling organised crime, and breaching Harm Minimisation          
principles. To address the issue of gambling there needs to be a Public Health, whole of population approach, shifting from 
what we have now of blaming the person for not ‘gambling responsibly’. We all know ‘Prevention is better than cure’. If we 
take a similar approach to gambling to what we have for tobacco the outcomes would be decisively better. 
 

Minimising gambling advertising needs to be addressed. The current exposure sees young children talking about the odds 
for one team to beat another. We need a cultural change, Shifting the blame from the individual to a Public Health           
response. So there is hope. Hope that recommendations coming out of this Conference are implemented.  
 

Jo-an Stenton  
(Grad. Dip. Alcohol and Other Drug Studies; Secretary/Researcher Ethnic Communities Council Drugs Taskforce;  
SHARC/Windana Community Advisory Committee; Yarra Drug and Health Forum)     

Rev Tim Costello 



If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

 Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844 
                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 
The above link and meeting details apply for all our services until the December 26th 2021. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
     

Print copies of CROSSLIGHT now available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church (NOT from the 
Manse verandah) latest CROSSLIGHT now available from David Vine, 4 Jedda Crt. Cheltenham 9583 7373. 

BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 Bernard St. 
Cheltenham, or call them on 9555 0463  
From BayCISS "Many thanks to all those who continue to drop off food parcels”.    
 

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or donate via the    
website www.emergesupport.org.au   Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art materials which children 
could use at home  - materials, pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to take items to the Moorabbin 
office if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco Street Parkdale. 

Bible Readings for June 20th    Pentecost 4     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
1 Samuel 17:(1a,4-11, 19-23), 32-49 or 1 Sam 17:57- 18:5,10-16    Psalm 9 9-20 or Ps 133    2 Corinthians 6:1-13      Mark 4: 35-41 

“Sammy Stamp” Alive and Well 

 

Christine (cousin of Marilyn 
Mathews) 
The family of Gordon Fagg 
Dawn Morrison and her family 
Rob Trickett and family (Jo-ann’s 
cousins) 
Val and Peter 
Meg Thompson 
Robert (Joan Wright’s brother) 
 

Andrew (Joan Lum’s relative) 
Jenny, Janine , Cec 
and June Bartholomeusz 
Audrey Fewster 
Margaret’s neighbour Joan 
Gloria Sampson & Family 
Grace Fairbank 
Bruce & Valda (friends of  
Jo-ann & David) 

Prayers of the People 
We pray especially for -  

Lourdes and her family  
Gemma and Teresa 
Heather (daughter of close friend of 
Graeme & Joan) 
Tina and her two teenage sons (also 
friends of Graeme & Joan) 
Susan Bartell 
Barb Loosemore 
Bronwyn 
Anita and Rod 

We now have our own YouTube Channel. Click on the YouTube logo 
or   

https://youtube.com/channel/UCPNMmOZcLZG12hSd9-HiJCQ  

to view selected sermons and service preludes 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (doors open 9:45 am) 

‘Last 

        Videos on the Internet 

Social Collection Department 

“Sammy Stamp”, a Uniting Church initiative to collect and sell used stamps is alive and well and has raised 
over $17,000 in the past year. There is a collection box in the entrance to the Black Rock Church for your 
used stamps. More about Sammy Stamp next week.    

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://crosslight.org.au/
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPNMmOZcLZG12hSd9-HiJCQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPNMmOZcLZG12hSd9-HiJCQ


 

 More pearls of wisdom ... ..  

 


