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WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland The account number is 664 881 and the BSB number is 033 358   
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active but the new Westpac account 
will soon be our only account. 

 

   Pray for Tonga 

Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) President Rev Sharon Hollis and Chair 
of the Uniting Church’s Tongan National Conference (TNC) Rev Feke 
Kamitoni have encouraged people to pray for Tonga after it was        
recently hit by a tsunami. 
 

Communication lines have been down since the tsunami was triggered 
by the eruption of underwater volcano Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha'apai 
Tongan communities in Australia and across the world have maintained 
a prayer vigil each day as they await news from family in Tonga. 
 

Many parts of Tonga remain covered in ash and people have been left 
without power since the tsunami hit. The tsunami has also impacted Fiji 
and other Pacific Islands, the full extent of damage remains unknown. 
  

“I encourage all Uniting Church members to join in prayer for the people of Tonga and across the Pacific who have been     
impacted by the tsunami,” said Rev Hollis. “We pray for people’s safety, for those whose homes have been lost or damaged 
and all those anxiously awaiting news of loved ones. I also encourage members of the Uniting Church to be in touch with peo-
ple they know in the Tongan-Australian community to offer them support at this very stressful time as they wait for news of 
friends and family.”  
 

Rev Feke Kamitoni said not being able to contact family to check on their safety had caused a great amount of stress and  
anxiety for the Tongan community in Australia. “Our main concern is not knowing what has happened to our loved ones in 
Tonga,” said Rev Kamitoni. “Many in our community are in contact with family in Tonga every week. But to see the volcano 
eruption and tsunami on the news and suddenly be cut off from one another is very frightening.” 
 

Since the tsunami hit, the Tongan community across Australia have rallied together. An online prayer vigil was hosted by 
Pasifika TV and Radio.  Uniting Church Tongan members, including former TNC Chair Rev Jason Kioa, have played a role in the 
broadcast. Local communities across the country are gathering, in most cases online, bringing people together to support 
one another and to pray for families and the people of Tonga. “Churches have become a point of contact and connection for 
the Tongan community during this frightening time. While we cannot talk to our families and friends, we are constantly    
praying for them.” Rev Kamitoni said many elderly members of the community were concerned about siblings and relatives 
and there were many seasonal workers living in Australia worried about their children and families.  
 

Some communication lines have now been restored and some people have been able to contact family and friends while 
more information about the extent of the damage is coming out. A blanket of ash is covering most of the Islands, there are 
no clean water and food sources because of salt water and the ash covering plants and trees and because of toxic discharge 
of the volcano into the ocean has killed a lot of fish. The first aeroplane with emergency relief is expected to be able to land 
today, Thursday, and ships are on their way from New Zealand and Australia to help where they can.  

 
Uniting World has set up a website where donations can be made to support the   
emergency relief efforts that are underway. https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/tonga?
fbclid=IwAR3zMC22z9YCUQGRfFYyttAx_dtBWmb9lIG3mX9CeiYtm2LT2bpHdmpBuzU 
 
For updates on this information see the assembly website  
https://uniting.church/prayers-for-tonga/ 

https://ucappep.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e8f27b32523221ded6bfe2d6&id=b705db251a&e=ceafb3b895
https://ucappep.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e8f27b32523221ded6bfe2d6&id=b705db251a&e=ceafb3b895
https://ucappep.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2e8f27b32523221ded6bfe2d6&id=e5b96db6a2&e=ceafb3b895


If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT usually available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church.  Latest 
CROSSLIGHT now available from David Vine, 4 Jedda Crt. Cheltenham 9583 7373. 

BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 Bernard St. 
Cheltenham, or call them (Graeme & Joan Wood) on 9555 0462    (BayCISS contact number 9555 9910)  
From BayCISS "Many thanks to all those who continue to drop off food parcels”.    
 

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or donate via the    
website www.emergesupport.org.au   Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art materials which children 
could use at home  - materials, pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to take items to the Moorabbin 
office if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco Street Parkdale. 

Bible Readings for February 6th    Epiphany 5     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 

  Isiah 6:1-8, (9-13)      Psalm 138      1 Corinthians 15:1-11      Luke 5:1-11  

NEW YouTube Channel; Follow this link  or click on the YouTube logo   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ 

 to view selected sermons and service preludes 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (doors open 9:45 am) 

        Videos on the Internet 

Social Collection Department 

 

The families and friends of 
Shirley Morgan and Gail Hobbs 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 
Betty Kneen 
Dawn’s daughter Carol 
Robert (Joan Wright’s brother) 
Pete, Bruce & Valda (friends of 
Jo-ann & David) 

Stuart as he struggles with   
addiction 
Janine and June Bartholomeusz 
(Jenny & Cec thank you for your 
prayers) 
Audrey Fewster 
Margaret’s neighbour Joan 
Grace Fairbank 

Prayers of the People 
We pray especially for -  

Gemma and Teresa 
Susan Bartell 
Bronwyn 
Gloria Sampson & Family 
Barb Loosemore 
Isobel Churchward 
Anita and Rod 

The Friendship Group 

The FRIENDSHIP GROUP will meet next  TUESDAY  8th FEBRUARY at 10am at the Cheltenham 

Golf Club at the end of Victor Ave, off Weatherall Rd, Cheltenham. More information -  

Dawn  9585 5335 or Helen  85881789  

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://crosslight.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ


 

New Year Wisdom 

Our thanks to Margaret Walker for these gems ... 


