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          “Church” of the future?   10 predictions ... 

10 Predictions About the Future Church and Shifting Attendance Patterns 
 

1. The potential to gain is still greater than the potential to lose. Every time there is 
a change in history, there’s potential to gain and potential to lose. We have to      
remind ourselves that the church was Jesus’ idea, not ours.                                         
The reports of the church’s death are greatly exaggerated. 
 

2. Churches that love their model more than the mission will die. Many congregations 
and entire denominations won’t make it. When the car was invented horse and buggy 
manufacturers went under but human transportation actually exploded. Companies 
that show innovation around the mission (Apple, Samsung) will always beat     
companies that remain devoted to the method (Kodak). 
 

3. The gathered church is here to stay. Some Christians believe the best thing to do 
is to give up on Christian gatherings of any kind. This is naive. The fact is that the church has always gathered because the 
church is inherently communal. What we can do gathered together far surpasses what we can do alone.                                      
 

4. Consumer Christianity will die and a more selfless discipleship will emerge. Consumer Christianity asks What can I get 
from God? It asks, What’s in it for me?  This is contrary to the Gospel which calls us to die ourselves for the sake of Christ. 
As the church reformats and repents, a more authentic, more selfless church will emerge. When you’re no longer focused 
on yourself and your viewpoint, a new tone emerges. 
 

5. Sundays will become more about what we give than what we get. With the death of consumer Christianity our       
gatherings will become less about us and more about Jesus and the world he loves.  Rather than a gathering of the already-
convinced, the churches that remain will be decidedly outsider-focused. And word will be supplemented with deeds. This is 
the kind of outward focus that drove the rapid expansion of the first century church.  
 

6. Attendance will no longer drive engagement; engagement will drive attendance. Currently, many churches try to get 
people to attend, hoping it drives engagement. In the future, that will flip. The engaged will attend, in large measure      
because only the engaged will remain. If you really think about this…engagement driving attendance is exactly what has 
fuelled the church at its best moments throughout history. It’s an exciting shift. 
 

7. Simplified ministries will complement people’s lives, not compete with people’s lives. For years, the assumption has 
been that the more a church grew, the more activity it would offer. Some churches offer so many programs for families 
that families don’t even have a chance to be families. Churches that focus their energies on the few things the church can 
uniquely do best will emerge as the most effective churches moving forward.  
 

8. Online church will supplement the journey but not become the journey. There’s a big discussion right now around 
online church. Online church might become the church for some who simply have no other access to church. But there is 
something about human relationship that requires presence.  
 

9. Online church will become more of a front door than a back door. There’s no question that today online church has 
become a back door for Christians who are done with attending church. Within a few years, the dust will settle and a new 
role for online church and online ministry will emerge. Online church has the potential to become a massive front door for 
the curious, the unconvinced and for those who want to know what Christianity is all about.  
 

10. Gatherings will be smaller and larger at the same time. While many might think that mega-churches are awful, there’s 
nothing inherently bad about them. Size is somewhat irrelevant to a church’s effectiveness. And there are wonderfully 
effective mega-churches and wonderfully effective small churches. We will likely see large churches get larger. At the same 
time, churches will also establish smaller, more intimate gatherings as millennials and others seek tighter connections and 
groups.  
 

Carey Nieuwhof 
   
Carey Nieuwhof is a best-selling leadership author, speaker, podcaster, former attorney, and church 
planter. His online content is accessed by leaders over 1.5 million times a month.   
For the full text of this article click on Carey’s image or follow this link -  
https://careynieuwhof.com/10-predictions-about-the-future-church-and-shifting-attendance-patterns/ 
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If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT are available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church. 

BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 Bernard St. 
Cheltenham, or call them (Graeme & Joan Wood) on 9555 0462    
From Graeme & Joan Wood -  Thanks to those who have given monetary donations to purchase goods on their 
behalf for BayCISS and many thanks to those who continue to drop food parcels at our home each week. 
BayCISS have again asked us to pass on their grateful thanks to the congregation.  
  

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or donate via the    
website www.emergesupport.org.au   Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art materials which children 
could use at home  - materials, pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to collect items if you leave them at 
her home, 16 Monaco Street Parkdale. Donations in an envelope marked EMERGE may be left in the collection plate. 

 

Bible Readings for July 31st   Pentecost 8     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 
 

 Hosea 11:1-11      Psalm 107:1-9, 43      Colossians 3:1-11      Luke 12:13-21  

YouTube Channel; Follow this link  or click on the YouTube logo   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ 

 to view a selection of over 50 sermons and service preludes 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (virtual doors open 9:45 am) 

 

Videos on the Internet 

Social Collection Department 

 

Rev Shirley Coxhell and family 
Helen Cole 
Joyce Curnow 
Hala 
Elna (Joan’s sister) 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 
Betty Kneen 
Pete, Christine, Ben, Bruce & Valda     
(Jo-ann & David’s friends) 

Stuart as he struggles with   
addiction 
Jenny, Janine and June         
Bartholomeusz 
Audrey Fewster’s family and 
friends 
Margaret’s neighbour Joan 
Anita and Kingsley  

Rosemary & Bob 

Prayers  

of the  

People 

We pray for all in need especially  -  

Susan Bartell 
Bronwyn 
Gloria, Samson & Family 
Barb Loosemore and her     
brother 
Isobel Churchward 
Gemma and Teresa  
Sybil Bond   
Grace Fairbank 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland,  BSB number is 033 358,  Account Number is 664 881 
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active for the time being.  
Cheltenham-Mentone Members: Please bear in mind that although we are worshipping at Black Rock, the expenses of    
electricity, water, insurance, maintenance and Minister’s stipend are still ongoing at Cheltenham. 
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 Our Op Shop needs help  …. 

Dear Cheltenham-Mentone Uniting Church, 
Greetings! St Augustine’s Op Shop in Mentone is inviting members of our local      
congregations to join our team of volunteers. It’s fun opportunity to serve our     
community and be a loving presence in our shopping village. It also raises funds for 
your church: our op shop donates to your congregation already, and with each       
additional volunteer our donation will increase!   
 

I wonder if you would be willing to let your congregation know that this opportunity 
is open right now? I’ve attached two documents - a sign advertising our venture, and 
a roster where people can choose what time/s might suit them. Then we will be in touch if you can please scan the sign-up 
after several weeks and email it back to me. 
 

Thanks so much for partnering with us, 
 

Libby Paddle 
Secretary, St Augustine’s Op Shop 
0403 424 404 
  Click on image opposite to see full Roster.  
  Please contact Libby Paddle direct if you can help. 
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