
Cheltenham - Mentone & Black Rock Uniting Churches 

News Letter 
2nd October 2022   No 35 

This time of year, people in various places may notice something odd. A procession of 
animals, everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and even horses, is led to churches 
for a special ceremony called the Blessing of Pets. This custom is conducted in            
remembrance of Saint Francis of Assisi’s love for all creatures. 
 

Francis, whose feast day is October 4th, loved the larks flying about his hilltop town. He 
and his early brothers, staying in a small hovel, allowed themselves to be displaced by a 
donkey. 
 

Francis wrote a Canticle of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living things. “All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and 
sister creatures.” And there was testimony in the cause for Saint Clare of Assisi’s canonization that referred to her little cat! 
 

For single householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many people arrive home from work to find a furry friend          
overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled with a purring fellow creature. The bond between person and pet is 
like no other relationship, because the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye-to-eye, a man and 
his dog, or a woman and her cat, are two creatures of love.  
 

At Franciscan churches, a friar with brown robe and white cord often welcomes each animal with a special prayer.              
The Blessing of Pets usually goes like this: 

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and ani-
mals on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless this 
pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your 
beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.” 

 

As the prayer is offered, the pet is gently sprinkled with holy water. Believe it or not, most pets receive this sacramental 
spritz with dignity, though some cats flatten their ears a bit as the drops of water lightly pelt them. 
But the owner is happy, and who knows what spiritual benefits may result? 
 

Some people criticise the amount and cost of care given to pets. People are more important, they say. Care for poor people 
instead of poodles. And certainly our needy fellow humans should not be neglected. However, every creature is important. 
The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of 
our common relationship to our Creator. 

Bessie lining up for her blessing at St Thomas, Bunyip 
To read more click HERE 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/blessing-of-animals


If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT are available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church. 

SOCIAL COLLECTION DEPARTMENT: 
BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan 
Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 
Bernard St. Cheltenham, or call them (Graeme & Joan 
Wood) on 9555 0462    
  

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - 
Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or do-
nate via the    website www.emergesupport.org.au   
Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art 
materials which children could use at home  - materials, 
pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to 
collect items if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco 
Street Parkdale. Donations in an envelope marked 
EMERGE may be left in the collection plate. 

 

Bible Readings for October 2nd   Pentecost 17     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 

   Lamentations 1:1-6      Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137      2 Timothy 1:1-14      Luke 17:5-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
Follow this link  or click on the YouTube logo   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ 
 to view a selection of over 50 sermons and service preludes 

 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (virtual doors open 9:45 am) 

 

Les West 
Rosemary 
Helen Cole 
Joyce Curnow 
Hala 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 
Betty Kneen 
Pete, Christine, Ben, Bruce & Valda     
(Jo-ann & David’s friends) 

Stuart as he struggles with   
addiction 
Jenny, Janine and June         
Bartholomeusz 
Margaret’s neighbour Joan 
Anita and Kingsley  
Rosemary & Bob 
Susan Bartell  

Prayers  

of the  

People 

We pray for all in need especially  -  

Bronwyn 
Gloria, Samson & Family 
Barb Loosemore and brother 
Isobel Churchward 
Gemma and Teresa  
Sybil Bond   
Grace Fairbank 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland,  BSB number is 033 358,  Account Number is 664 881 
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active for the time being.  
Cheltenham-Mentone Members: Please bear in mind that although we are worshipping at Black Rock, the expenses of    
electricity, water, insurance, maintenance and Minister’s stipend are still ongoing at Cheltenham. 

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://crosslight.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ
https://youtu.be/BfsFXZP-NhA
https://youtu.be/FFp_smZyXOY
https://youtu.be/KNK539aA-Go


Francis of Assissi was born at Assisi in Umbria, in 1181. 
The last thing his father, Pietro wanted in his son was a 
man of God -- he wanted a man of business, a cloth 
merchant like he was and he especially wanted a son 
who would reflect his infatuation with France. So he 
renamed his son Francesco -- which is the equivalent of 
calling him Frenchman. 
 

Francis enjoyed a very rich easy life growing up because 
of his father's wealth and the permissiveness of the 
times. He did poorly in school but no one minded. In 
many ways he was too easy to like for his own good.  
 

Francis became the leader of a crowd of young people who spent their nights in wild parties. Francis himself said, "I 
lived in sin" during that time. He fulfilled every hope of his father, but Francis wanted more than wealth. But not      
holiness! Francis wanted to be a noble, a knight. Battle was the best place to win the glory and prestige he longed for. 
He got his first chance when Assisi declared war on their long-time enemy, the nearby town of Perugia. Soundly       
defeated only those wealthy enough to expect to be ransomed were taken prisoner and after a year in the dungeon, 
he was ransomed. The experience didn't change what he wanted from life either: Glory. Finally a call for knights for the 
Fourth Crusade gave him a chance for his dream.  
 

But Francis never got farther than one day's ride from Assisi. There he had a dream in which God told him he had it all 
wrong and told him to return home. Francis' conversion did not happen over night. God had waited for him for twenty-
five years and now it was Francis' turn to wait. Francis started to spend more time in prayer. He went off to a cave and 
wept for his sins. Sometimes God's grace overwhelmed him with joy. But life couldn't just stop for God. There was a 
business to run, customers to wait on. 
 

One day while riding through the countryside, Francis, the man who loved beauty came face to face 
with a leper. Repelled by the appearance and the smell of the leper, Francis nevertheless jumped 
down from his horse and kissed the hand of the leper. When his kiss of peace was returned, Francis 
was filled with joy. As he rode off, he turned around for a last wave, and saw that the leper had       
disappeared. He always looked upon it as a test from God...that he had passed. 
 

His search for conversion led him to the ancient church at San Damiano. While he was praying there, 
he heard Christ on the crucifix speak to him, "Francis, repair my church." Francis assumed this meant 
the crumbling building he was in. He took fabric from his father's shop and sold it to get money to  
repair the church. His father saw this as an act of theft and dragged Francis before the bishop and in front of the whole 
town demanded that Francis return the money and renounce all rights as his heir. The bishop was very kind to Francis; 
he told him to return the money and said God would provide. That was all Francis needed to hear. He not only gave 
back the money but stripped off all his clothes -- the clothes his father had given him - until he was wearing only a hair 
shirt. In front of the crowd that had gathered he said, "Pietro Bernardone is no longer my father. From now on I can 
say with complete freedom, 'Our Father who art in heaven.'" Wearing nothing but castoff rags, he went off into the 
freezing woods -- singing. And when robbers beat him later and took his clothes, he climbed out of the ditch and went 
off singing again. From then on Francis had nothing...and everything. 
 

Soon Francis started to preach about returning to God and obedience to the Church. Slowly companions came to   
Francis, people who wanted to follow his life of sleeping in the open, begging for garbage to eat...and loving God. With 
companions, Francis knew he now had to have some kind of direction to this life so he opened the Bible in three     
places. He read the command to the rich young man to sell all his good and give to the poor, the order to the apostles 
to take nothing on their journey, and the demand to take up the cross daily. "Here is our rule," Francis said -- as simple, 
and as seemingly impossible, as that. He was going to do what no one thought possible any more -- live by the Gospel. 
Francis took these commands so literally that he made one brother run after the thief who stole his hood and offer him 
his robe! 
 

Francis' brotherhood included all of God's creation. Much has been written about Francis' love of nature but his        
relationship was deeper than that. We call someone a lover of nature if they spend their free time in the woods or    
admire its beauty. But Francis really felt that nature, all God's creations, were part of his brotherhood. The sparrow 
was as much his brother as the pope. 
 

In one famous story, Francis preached to hundreds of birds about being thankful to God for their wonderful clothes, for 
their independence, and for God's care. The story tells us the birds stood still as he walked among him, only flying off 
when he said they could leave. 
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Another famous story involves a wolf that had been eating human       
beings. Francis intervened when the town wanted to kill the wolf and 
talked the wolf into never killing again. The wolf became a pet of the 
townspeople who made sure that he always had plenty to eat. 
 

Following the Gospel literally, Francis and his companions went out to 
preach two by two. At first, listeners were understandably hostile to 
these men in rags trying to talk about God's love. People even ran from 
them for fear they'd catch this strange madness! And they were right. 
Because soon these same people noticed that these barefoot beggars 
wearing sacks seemed filled with constant joy. They celebrated life. And 
people had to ask themselves: Could one own nothing and be happy? 
Soon those who had met them with mud and rocks, greeted them with 
bells and smiles. 
 

Francis did not try to abolish poverty, he tried to make it holy. When his friars met someone poorer than they, they would 
eagerly rip off the sleeve of their habit to give to the person. They worked for all necessities and only begged if they had 
to. But Francis would not let them accept any money. He told them to treat coins as if they were pebbles in the road. 
When the bishop showed horror at the friars' hard life, Francis said, "If we had any possessions we should need weapons 
and laws to defend them." Possessing something was the death of love for Francis. Also, Francis reasoned, what could you 
do to a man who owns nothing? You can't starve a fasting man, you can't steal from someone who has no money, you 
can't ruin someone who hates prestige. They were truly free. 
 

Another example of his directness came when he decided to go to Syria to     
convert the Moslems while the Fifth Crusade was being fought. In the middle of a 
battle, Francis decided to do the simplest thing and go straight to the sultan to 
make peace. When he and his companion were captured, the real miracle was 
that they weren't killed. Instead Francis was taken to the sultan who was 
charmed by Francis and his preaching. He told Francis, "I would convert to your 
religion which is a beautiful one -- but both of us would be murdered." 
 

Francis did find persecution and martyrdom of a kind -- not among the Moslems, 
but among his own brothers. When he returned to Italy, he came back to a 
brotherhood that had grown to 5000 in ten years. Pressure came from outside to 
control this great movement, to make them conform to the standards of others. 
His dream of radical poverty was too harsh, people said. Francis responded, 
"Lord, didn't I tell you they wouldn't trust you?" 

He finally gave up authority in his order -- but he probably wasn't too upset about it. Now he was just another brother, like 
he'd always wanted. 
 

Francis' final years were filled with suffering as well as          
humiliation. Praying to share in Christ's passion he had a vision 
received the stigmata, the marks of the nails and the lance 
wound that Christ suffered, in his own body. Years of poverty 
and wandering had made Francis ill. When he began to go 
blind, the pope ordered that his eyes be operated on. This 
meant cauterizing his face with a hot iron. Francis spoke to 
"Brother Fire": "Brother Fire, the Most High has made you 
strong and beautiful and useful. Be courteous to me now in this 
hour, for I have always loved you, and temper your heat so that 
I can endure it." And Francis reported that Brother Fire had 
been so kind that he felt nothing at all. 
 

How did Francis respond to blindness and suffering? That was 
when he wrote his beautiful Canticle of the Sun that expresses 
his brotherhood with creation in praising God. 
 

Francis never recovered from this illness. He died on October 
4, 1226 at the age of 45. Francis is considered the founder of 
all Franciscan orders and the patron saint of ecologists and 
merchants.  
 

Read more at https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50 or click HERE 
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