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“For all the Saints who from 
their labours rest..” 

 
In the early years when the Roman Empire persecuted     
Christians, so many martyrs died for their faith that the 
Church set aside special days to honour them. For example, 
in 607, Emperor Phocas presented the beautiful Roman    
Pantheon temple to the pope. The pope removed the statues 
of Jupiter and the pagan gods and consecrated the Pantheon 
to "all saints" who had died from Roman persecution in the 
first three hundred years after Christ.  
 

Many bones were brought from other graves and placed in the rededicated Pantheon church. Since there were too many 
martyrs for each to be given a day, they were lumped together into one day. In the next century,  
All Saints Day was changed by Pope Gregory III to today's date--November l. People prepared for their celebration with a 
night of vigil on Hallows' Eve -- Halloween (possibly because of the strong holdover influence of the Celtic Samhain festival, 
which many Christians in Ireland, Britain, Scotland, and Wales had continued to observe). 
 

In the 10th century, Abbot Odela of the Cluny monastery added the next day--November 2nd--as "All Souls" Day" to honour 
the martyrs and all Christians who had died. People prayed for the dead, but many unchristian superstitions continued.     
People in Christian lands offered food to the dead--as it had been in pagan times.  
 

But think of it positively. Who are your favourite heroes in Christian History? Can you think of any whose example has        
inspired you? Why not use All Saints Day to think of and give thanks for as many Christians from the past as you can            
remember, whether they are famous or not, especially if their lives and teaching contributed something to yours. 
 

So, how should we think of All Saints Day? The 1662 Book of Common Prayer says that the holiday stands for “the unity 
of Christians of all ages, countries, and races in Christ, and the perfection of that unity in heaven." It dates the holiday back to 
about A.D. 610 when the Pantheon in Rome, turned into a Christian Church, was dedicated to all saints. Sounds like the    
prayer book has the right idea. The Bible doesn’t tell us to pray to the saints (Matt. 6:6) or through the saints (1 Tim. 2:5).  
Instead, we think of our connectedness to past saints and find inspiration in their stories of God's faithfulness. Hebrews 11 
gives many examples of the great cloud of witnesses whose lives tell of God's unfailing love and grace. These saints speak 
from the past and are whispering at this moment… 
 "God is faithful."     
 "The Lord is good. Trust Him."    
 "His grace was sufficient for me in my trials and is sufficient for you today." 
 

There’s a hymn that’s traditionally sung around this holiday called "For All the Saints." It encourages believers to look back 
through the years of Christian history and think of the millions now enjoying rest and salvation in the presence of God. It’s 
also meant to encourage believers here and now to press on, looking forward to the glorious day… 

“...when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

 And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
 Alleluia, Alleluia!” 

 

 
Think about your connection with all of God's saints by listening to the 
hymn “For All the Saints.” by clicking on the left image or follow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM 
 
Read more at https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/all-
saints-day-november-1.html 
or click HERE 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+6:6
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/1-timothy/2-5.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=hebrews+11
https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/all-saints-day-november-1.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM
https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/rediscovering-church-fathers.html


If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT are available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church. 

SOCIAL COLLECTION DEPARTMENT: 
BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan 
Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 
Bernard St. Cheltenham, or call them on 9555 0462    
  

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - 
Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or do-
nate via the    website www.emergesupport.org.au   
Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art 
materials which children could use at home  - materials, 
pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to 
collect items if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco 
Street Parkdale. Donations in an envelope marked 
EMERGE may be left in the collection plate. 

 

Bible Readings for October 30th   Pentecost 21     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 

Habikuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4      Psalm 119:137-144 2      Thesalonans 1:1-4, 11-12      Luke 19:1-10  

 
 
 
 
 

OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: 
 

Click on the YouTube logo 
to view a selection of over 
50 sermons and service 
preludes 
 

Editor’s pick - 
Click on image to view 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (virtual doors open 9:45 am) 

 

The family of June Bartholomeusz 
Rhonda 
Rosemary 
Helen Cole 
Joyce Curnow 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 
Bronwyn 
Anita and Kingsley  
 

Stuart as he struggles with     
addiction 
Jenny and Janine Bartholomeusz 
Betty Kneen 
Gloria, Samson & Family 
Barb Loosemore and brother 
Susan Bartell  
 

Prayers  

of the  

People 

We pray for all in need especially  -  

Rosemary & Bob 
Isobel Churchward 
Gemma and Teresa  
Sybil Bond   
Grace Fairbank 
 
We give thanks for those whose 
prayers have been answered.. 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland,  BSB number is 033 358,  Account Number is 664 881 
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active for the time being.  
Cheltenham-Mentone Members: Please bear in mind that although we are worshipping at Black Rock, the expenses of    
electricity, water, insurance, maintenance and Minister’s stipend are still ongoing at Cheltenham. 

 “Come Dine With Us”  
 

Now that we are getting out and about again after our enforced rest during the last couple of years, we feel it is time to 
think about reviving our dine out group, maybe with a few alterations.  Are you interested in starting up again, and if so, 
which meal do you prefer, lunch/dinner/either and how often, monthly as before or a different time frame? 
We will continue to seek venues serving good food at a reasonable price. Suggestions for venues are very welcome.  
Please let me have your ideas and preferences either in person at church or on 0417336727 or email  
nancieflegg@hotmail.com 

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://crosslight.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ
https://youtu.be/oFpTucS6rQA
mailto:nancieflegg@hotmail.com


    The Uluru Statement…..   Session 2 Report 

THE CASE FOR A VOICE TO PARLIAMENT AND THE             
CONSTITUTION FOR AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES AND TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDERS 
 

SIXTY THOUSAND YEARS OF SPEAKING -  STILL NO VOICE 
 

Oakleigh Uniting Church the second of the series of talks about    
The Uluru Statement From the Heart    
Sunday, October 16th 2022 4pm-6pm 
By Emeritus Professor John Rickard  

 
Following the 2017 Statement from the Heart, a series of meetings 
and reports focusing on what the First Peoples were trying to fix 
were held and reported.   
 

Historically, the Foundation documents of Australia were brought together by a series of Conventions in the 1890’s and no 
First Nation’s People had representation.  Thus, in the Commonwealth of Australian Constitution Act, 1900 (UK) and in the 1st 
January 1901 the Australian Constitution there was only passing reference to First Nation’s Peoples.  
 

At the Garma Festival in the Northern Territory in July this year, the PM Anthony Albanese promised to redress this situation 
in a Referendum in the first term of this Government.  He made three important points by suggesting adding three sentences 
to the constitution. 

1.  There shall be a body, to be called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice.  
2.   The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice may make representations to Parliament and the Executive        
Government on matters relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 
3.  The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws with respect to the composition,    
functions, powers and procedures of the  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice.  
 

As one commentator said “Simple”! 
It is seen as critical to get recognition and some Power in the Constitution and add the Voice as part of our identity as 
Australians.  We need to rise above tribal ideas and make common cause.  
 
The next Session in the series is on Sunday November 6th 4pm-6pm and entitled “TREATY” 
“Are we getting anywhere?” 
The State of Victoria is ahead on this path to Treaty.  
           -    Barbara Shying 

Hi Graeme & Joan, 
  

We are extremely grateful for your ongoing support of BayCISS. These funds are a significant contribution to our work and 
casework is now more important than ever as client complexity appears to be increasing. 
  

Just for your information, our data indicates an increase of 87% in requests for emergency relief since the onset of the 
pandemic. Our expectation is that this figure will continue to increase as we face head on the huge increases in utilities 
and the cost of basic necessities including everyday food items. 
  

We’ve said it before but it’s never been more true – we couldn’t do what we do without the generous support from      
individuals, groups and organisations such as The Cheltenham-Mentone Church. 
  

I will ask our bookkeeper to provide a receipt. 
  

With our sincerest thanks, 
  

Rose Paduano (she/her) 
Executive Officer  



       Thanks Nan McArthur for these gems—more next week 


