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What Does the Third Week of Advent          
Candle stand for? 

 

What Is the Candle of Joy? 
Otherwise known as the Shepherd Candle, this candle reflects the joy that 
comes through Jesus’ arrival, and through the salvation he has gifted us.  
Christians may wonder why the church decided to make this particular      
candle a different colour than the others.  
 

Although Christians have presented several reasons for the pinkish nature of 
the candle, from a tradition where priests would wear pink vestments to  
parents eagerly awaiting the joy of a child’s arrival by painting the room pink. 
 

During this third week of advent, this Sunday celebrates the passage          
Philippians 4:4-5, its verses extolling readers to “rejoice” for “indeed the Lord 
is near.” In other words, this week celebrates the joy of Christ’s coming to earth.  
We should also note that not every church uses a pink candle to represent this day. Some will use a violet one, just like all the 
others. Violet tends to have a somber nature, and it also reflects royalty, acknowledging Jesus’ kingship. 
 

It is also known as the Shepherd Candle to highlight the joy the shepherds experienced when they received the good news 
about Christ’s birth (Luke 2:8-20). During the middle of the night, the darkest time, the shepherds encountered angels. 
 
What Does the Bible Say about Joy? 
• God fills us with joy (Romans 15:13). We cannot will ourselves to experience joy. It comes from God alone.  
• It’s a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). We experience more joy when we spend time with God. We have to keep in 

mind that joy only comes from God, but when we spend more time with him, we allow him to fill us with it. 
• No one can take joy from us (John 16:22). Given to us by God himself, no one has the ability to rob us of our joy. No 

matter what circumstances we encounter, no one can take this away. 
• Joy rests in things from God such as salvation and righteousness (Psalm 51:12). 
               Read more HERE 
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Advent Week 3 Prayer 
Heavenly Father, This third week of Advent, let us remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth has the power to bring 

us great joy this Christmas season. Our joy isn’t dependent on what is going on in our life, in our world, or the people 
that we are with. It doesn’t depend on the gifts we give or the gifts we find under the tree. No earthly thing can ever 

give us complete joy. Our joy comes from you. 
Those who knew him and recognized him were overjoyed at the coming of Jesus. They saw the prophecies fulfilled and 
their fear was replaced with happiness as they gazed on the face of the one who would be their Saviour. They trusted 

in your promises and their hearts were filled with gladness as they watched your loving-kindness manifested in the face 
of a tiny baby in a lowly manger.  

Our joy doesn’t come from our jobs, our family, our relationships, our finances, or our success. Our joy doesn’t come 
from what we have on earth or who we are with. Our joy is a gift. It is the gift that you gave us that first Christmas in 

Jesus Christ. Our joy is encompassed in our Savior, King Jesus. Flood our heart with joy this Advent season as we reflect 
on the good news of Jesus’ birth. In Jesus’ precious name we pray.  

Amen 

Joy 
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http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=galatians+5:22
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I thought this was 
about bike riding!  



 

MUTS (Monday Uniting Talk & Study) Christmas Breakup- 
 

Our Christmas breakup on Friday, 16th December at 12.30pm.  We will 
meet at Truly Scruptious, 4 Granary Lane Mentone (off Balcombe Rd).   
 

Bring a hat if it is sunny as we will be sitting outside  
(unless it's raining).   
Please let Jenny Collins know on 9583 6156 or jacngrant@gmail.com  
by Wednesday 14th if you are coming.   
 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

The land was stolen without consent or negotiation. We must not underestimate 
the importance of the forthcoming vote. 
 

There is a difference of opinion within both communities, depending on their       
individual experiences. We cannot have reconciliation without truth telling. 
Who will do the truth telling- white or black? 
 

The Makarrata Commission is to supervise a process of agreement between        
Governments and First Nations. 
 

The Yoorrook Justice Commission is the first formal truth telling process into        
injustices experienced by First Peoples in Victoria. It has the power of a Royal Com-
mission - the only one in Australia. The initial influence of the church was not good, 
such as children taken from families. We need to challenge ourselves on what is our 
understanding of our own local history and our own family history. 
 

We must walk with Victoria’s First Peoples on the land they made beautiful. 

Report by Nancie Flegg 

Our ongoing thanks to Graeme & Joan Wood for collecting and delivering goods to 
BayCISS each week - your donations are always much appreciated.   
Reminder - The last day to drop off groceries at their home will be Thursday, 15    
December.     BayCISS will re-open on Monday, 9 January, 2023 



If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT are available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church. 

SOCIAL COLLECTION DEPARTMENT: 
BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan 
Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 
Bernard St. Cheltenham, or call them on 9555 0462    
Would those wishing to donate to BayCISS before 
Christmas please include a few items of Christmas 
fare, such as shortbread, mince tarts, puddings, cakes, 
etc. 

 Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - 
Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or do-
nate via the    website www.emergesupport.org.au   
Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art 
materials which children could use at home  - materials, 
pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to 
collect items if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco 
Street Parkdale. Donations in an envelope marked 
EMERGE may be left in the collection plate. 

 

Bible Readings for December 11th   Advent 3     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10      Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55       James 5:7-10      Matthew 11:2-11  

 
 
 

OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL: 

 

 
Click on the YouTube logo to view a selection of over 50 sermons 
and service preludes 
 

 
      
 Editor’s pick - 
 Click on image to view 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (virtual doors open 9:45 am) 

 

Barb Loosemore and family at the 
loss of Barb’s sister 
Kath 
Joyce Carpenter 
Pam Campbell 
Rosemary 
Joyce Curnow 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 
 

Stuart as he struggles with     
addiction 
Jenny and Janine Bartholomeusz 
Gloria, Samson & Family 
Susan Bartell  
Anita and Kingsley  
Sally 
Bronwyn 

Prayers  

of the  

People 

We pray for all in need especially  -  

Betty Kneen 
Rosemary & Bob 
Isobel Churchward 
Gemma and Teresa  
Sybil Bond   
Grace Fairbank 
 

We give thanks for those whose 
prayers have been answered.. 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland,  BSB number is 033 358,  Account Number is 664 881 
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active for the time being.  
Cheltenham-Mentone Members: Please bear in mind that although we are worshipping at Black Rock, the expenses of    
electricity, water, insurance, maintenance and Minister’s stipend are still ongoing at Cheltenham. 

 

The FRIENDSHIP GROUP will meet next  TUESDAY 8th NOVEMBER at 11am (note later time) at the    
Cheltenham Golf Club at the end of Victor Ave, off Weatherall Rd, Cheltenham.  

Fot more information contact Helen 0427 337 974 or Dawn 9585 5335    

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://crosslight.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ
https://youtu.be/u2G-pZO5gzk


 

    Christmas cheer ... 


