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What Does the Fourth Week of Advent          
Candle stand for? 

 

What Is the Candle of Love? 
Churches will typically adorn an Advent wreath during December. Four      
candles decorate the outer edges of the wreath, and one white candle sits in 
the middle. The church will light one of the candles each week, and on  
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, will light the candles in the centre.  

 

These candles remind us of the attributes of God we use during our            
anticipation of Christ’s coming: his first coming for Christmas and his          
long-awaited second coming.  
 

What Is the Candle of Love? 
Some churches may light the “love candle” on the second Sunday of Advent 
instead of the fourth. Others have lit the candle of Peace on the fourth week of Advent instead of the candle of love.  
No matter what the church tradition, we can assuredly know that virtues such as love, hope, peace, joy, and faith are         
important in the Christmas story as well as in our daily walk with Christ. Whichever we celebrate on whatever Sunday of    
Advent, we know all of them are important hallmarks of the Christian faith and journey.  
 

What Does the Bible Say about Love? 
Not surprisingly, the Bible has a lot to say about love. Depending on your translation, the word appears 100-300 times 
throughout Scripture. It makes sense. God is love (1 John 4). They know we are Christians by our love (1 Corinthians 13:1). 
Love sacrificed Jesus’ son for our sins. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 alone tallies off a number of characteristics of love: it’s patient, 
kind, it does not envy, etc.  
 

Some churches, on Christmas or the Sunday after Christmas, will remove the other candles and leave the Christ candle, show-
ing that the old has passed away and the new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17). In other words, the law the Jews followed in the 
Old Testament, the sinful nature of man, all of it has passed away and Christ has brought the new promise of salvation. 
Often, churches will make the Christ candle larger than the rest to show that Christ is the reason for the hope, the peace, the 
joy, and the love that we have. Jesus is the reason for the season.  Read more HERE   
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Advent Week 3 Prayer - Love 
Heavenly Father, the whole meaning of Christmas can be explained in one little four-letter word…LOVE. You sent your gift 
of pure love to us that first Christmas. Love descended from heaven to be born of a virgin. Love lay in the scratchy hay of a 
manger in a meagre barn in Bethlehem. All of your love, God, was robed in the delicate skin of a baby and wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent helps us to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus.  
 

You are King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Messiah, and Ruler of All, yet you came not as a lion but as a lamb. You came as an 
innocent baby whose purpose was to walk this earth in complete love and then to sacrificially give your life as an        
atonement for the sins of your children. Emmanuel. God with us. Love in the form of a man. 
 

The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas. It wasn’t wrapped in a beautiful package and set under a decorated tree. 
The greatest gift came wrapped in the flesh of baby Jesus and laid in the rough wood of a manger. Our perfect gift would 
later be rewrapped in the scars of our sin and nailed to the rugged wood of a cross on Calvary, all because of love.  

 

Father, this final week of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with the significance of that truth. Thank you, Lord, for loving us 
enough to send Jesus. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen 

Love 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/advent-wreath-meaning-of-advent-candles.html
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/faq_WordCount.htm
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/4.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+13:1
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+13%3a4-7
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/what-does-it-mean-love-is-patient.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=2+corinthians+5:17
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-the-candle-of-love-and-the-christ-candle-for-advent-week-4.html


I thought this was 
about bike riding!  



Family Life’s Community Christmas 
Our thanks to everyone for your gifts for the Annual Black Rock Family Life Christmas 
Tree. Pictured opposite are some of the many gifts left under the tree. 
Many vulnerable community members and families are still struggling in a               
post-pandemic environment.  By supporting our Community Christmas Appeal, and 
donating toys, food hampers or gift cards, you can help to spread Christmas joy to 
those who need it most!  

Why Holly and Ivy? 
"The Holly and the Ivy" is a traditional British folk Christmas carol. 
This beautiful traditional hymn celebrates the Christian meaning of 
Christmas in the birth of Jesus Christ.  
Since medieval times the plant has carried a Christian symbolism, as 
expressed in this popular Christmas carol "The Holly and the Ivy", in 
which the holly represents Jesus and the ivy represents His mother, 
the Virgin Mary.  

1. The holly and the ivy, 

When they are both full grown, 

Of all the trees that are in the 

wood, 

The holly bears the crown. 

The rising of the sun 

And the running of the deer, 

The playing of the merry organ, 

Sweet singing in the choir. 

 

 

2. The holly bears a blossom, 

As white as the lily flower, 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 

To be our sweet Saviour. 

The rising of the sun etc 

 

3. The holly bears a berry, 

As red as any blood, 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 

For to do us sinners good. 

The rising of the sun etc  

6. The holly and the ivy, 

When they are both full grown, 

Of all the trees that are in the 

wood, 

The holly bears the crown. 

The rising of the sun etc  

4. The holly bears a prickle, 

As sharp as any thorn, 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 

On Christmas Day in the morn. 

The rising of the sun etc 

 

5. The holly bears a bark, 

As bitter as any gall, 

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 

For to redeem us all. 

The rising of the sun etc  
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https://www.familylife.com.au/


If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
 Print copies of CROSSLIGHT are available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church. 

SOCIAL COLLECTION DEPARTMENT: 
BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan 
Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 
Bernard St. Cheltenham, or call them on 9555 0462    
Would those wishing to donate to BayCISS before 
Christmas please include a few items of Christmas 
fare, such as shortbread, mince tarts, puddings, cakes, 
etc. 

 Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - 
Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or do-
nate via the    website www.emergesupport.org.au   
Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art 
materials which children could use at home  - materials, 
pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to 
collect items if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco 
Street Parkdale. Donations in an envelope marked 
EMERGE may be left in the collection plate. 

 

Bible Readings for December 18th   Advent 4     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
 

Isaiah 7:10-16      Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19      Romand 1:1-7      Matthew 1:18-25  

 
 
 

OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL: 

 

 
Click on the YouTube logo to view a selection of over 50 sermons 
and service preludes 
 

 
      
 Editor’s pick - 
 Click on image to view 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (virtual doors open 9:45 am) 

 

Barb Loosemore and family at the 
loss of Barb’s sister 
Kath  
The family of Glenys Foreman 
Joyce Carpenter 
Pam Campbell 
Rosemary 
Joyce Curnow 

Stuart - addiction struggles  
Jenny and Janine Bartholomeusz 
Gloria, Samson & Family 
Susan Bartell  
Anita and Kingsley  
Sally 
Bronwyn 
Virginia (Nan’s friend) 

Prayers  

of the  

People 

We pray for all in need especially  -  

Betty Kneen 
Rosemary & Bob 
Isobel Churchward 
Gemma and Teresa  
Sybil Bond   
Grace Fairbank 
 

We give thanks for those whose 
prayers have been answered.. 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                
Envelopes:  If you wish your offering to be specifically for Cheltenham , please place it in an envelope marked “Cheltenham” 
and place it in the offering bowl at church. 
Direct Debit: Cheltenham / Mentone members note that direct payments can now be made to our new Westpac account at 
Southland,  BSB number is 033 358,  Account Number is 664 881 
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”    
The former Commonwealth Bank - BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 - is still active for the time being.  
Cheltenham-Mentone Members: Please bear in mind that although we are worshipping at Black Rock, the expenses of    
electricity, water, insurance, maintenance and Minister’s stipend are still ongoing at Cheltenham. 

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
http://www.emergesupport.org.au
https://crosslight.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH-y4pZ_f_lezegzNZi6nnQ
https://youtu.be/39yos33uOis


 

    Christmas cheer ... 


