
 
 

 

          “The times they are a changing ..” 

 

Cheltenham - Mentone Uniting Church 
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Vol 2  No 15   11th July 2021      

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: Thanks to everyone who have continued to make their weekly offering.                                                

Envelopes:  You may do this by putting your pledge in the envelopes and bring them to church.   

Direct Debit: (include your envelope number if applicable)  
Payee “Uniting Church in Australia Cheltenham Mentone Parish Council”,   BSB   06 3119, Account Number  1014 1206 

 

Your Weekly Offering 

It was a beautiful day driving down Nepean Highway when we came across a number of 
people standing on the roadway. “Oh dear” I thought “something’s happened - I hope 
it’s not an accident”. The people were dressed in some kind of uniform and then it 
dawned on us “of course, it’s Good Friday and these people are collecting for the Good 
Friday Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal”. As I instinctively slowed down to make a     
donation it occurred to me  “Oh no - we don’t have any CASH on us - I don’t think they’d 
appreciate us asking for change from a $50 note!” 
 

“Sorry, we’d love to donate but we don’t have any small cash on us” The collector 
laughed “That’s OK, no one has cash on them these days - you can donate online” 
 

I must admit to a feeling of relief when during our services Greg or Di says “at this part of the service we usually pass the 
plate, but due to coronavirus ….. ”. “Just as well” I think to myself ”I don’t have anything on me and I doubt if the offering 
plate has a credit card machine. And think of the embarrassment of passing the plate and not putting something in”.   
 

Eighteen months ago I had $300 in my wallet. I still have $95 left. Ten gluten free pizzas at $20 each from the Bunyip pizza 
shop (which only accepts cash) account all for the cash I’ve spent over the past eighteen months. Last week I received a 
cheque from our Treasurer. Did I rush to my nearest Westpac branch at Warragul to deposit it? No, I simply opened the 
Westpac ‘app’ on my phone, photographed both sides of the cheque and - hey presto - the cheque was deposited.   
 

The trend towards a cashless society is something coronavirus has brought upon us very quickly and even affects how we 
give towards the work of the church. Envelope systems have always been a great way of giving to the church, simply take a 
few dollars (or pounds) from your pay packet and put them in your church envelope. But even pay packets with cash have     
almost disappeared. The cost of purchasing our “planned giving” envelopes is forever increasing and with fewer people  
using them we have decided to not continue with the present planned giving envelopes when the current envelopes run 
out at the end of the year.  
 

We are acutely aware that many of our people are not ’technically savvy’ or are uncomfortable with technology, so should 
we continue with some form of giving envelopes and what do you think about ‘passing the plate’? One suggestion is that 
we print our own envelopes (easy, cheap) and a collection plate at the door to save embarrassment to those who wouldn’t 

have anything to put in as the plate is passed.       Your ideas please ! 
 

Back in Business!  - MUTS (Mentone Uniting Talk & Study) and Friendship Groups 

The  TUESDAY  FRIENDSHIP  GROUP  plans to meet NEXT Tuesday  13th  July  at 10am at the Cheltenham Golf Club, which 
is at the end of Victor Ave, Cheltenham.  There may be space for new members, but please phone  Helen Cole 
first   85881789 

MUTS - Monday, 19th July, 2021 at 7.30pm   We would like to encourage anyone from CMUC and Black Rock to join us on 
Monday, 19th July (and possibly in August) for a discussion on "Discerning God In Mission".  We are using a study from "A 
Journal of Missional Practice Resource" which talks about responding to God in the communities where we live as we are 
seeking and receiving direction from God.  We would love to see you either in person or on zoom to join in the discussion 
where we can all learn from each other.  Please let either Jenny Collins (0409936377 jacngrant@gmail.com) or Rev Greg Fry 
(gregory.fry@bigpond.com) know if you are interested and we can send you some notes prior to the 19th July.  

 

mailto:jacngrant@gmail.com
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If you  don’t have Zoom on your computer/laptop/iPad/Smartphone, click on https://zoom.us/support/download         
Then click on this link below or the “Sunday Church” image to join our Service -  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247373230?
pwd=WlM2UHJEemFWS3RScnNqM3puaGdZdz09 
 

 Otherwise open Zoom and enter the following -    Meeting ID: 852 4737 3230      Passcode: 836844                                                     

You can also join us on your phone by dialling  03 7018 2005 and entering the above meeting details. 
The above link and meeting details apply for all our services until the December 26th 2021. 

CROSSLIGHT is available on the  internet -  click on the following link or the CROSSLIGHT  image to view 
online.   www.crosslight.org.au 
     

Print copies of CROSSLIGHT now available at the entrance of the Black Rock Uniting  Church (NOT from the 
Manse verandah) latest CROSSLIGHT now available from David Vine, 4 Jedda Crt. Cheltenham 9583 7373. 

BayCISS   -   collection of goods by Graeme & Joan Wood has recommenced. Leave goods with them at 66 Bernard St. 
Cheltenham, or call them on 9555 0463  
From BayCISS "Many thanks to all those who continue to drop off food parcels”.    
 

Emerge  -  Financial help is the best way to help - Cheques to - GPO Box 420 Melbourne VIC 3001 or donate via the    
website www.emergesupport.org.au   Emerge welcomes vouchers for supermarkets or art materials which children 
could use at home  - materials, pencils, colouring books etc. Margaret Bode is happy to take items to the Moorabbin 
office if you leave them at her home, 16 Monaco Street Parkdale. 

Bible Readings for July 11th    Pentecost 7     (the readings used in our service may differ slightly) 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19       Psalm 24       Ephesians 1:3-14       Mark 6:14-29 

 

Christine (cousin of Marilyn 
Mathews) 
The family of Gordon Fagg 
Dawn Morrison and her family 
Rob Trickett and family (Jo-ann’s 
cousins) 
Val and Peter 
Meg Thompson 
Robert (Joan Wright’s brother) 
 

Andrew (Joan Lum’s relative) 
Jenny, Janine , Cec 
and June Bartholomeusz 
Audrey Fewster 
Margaret’s neighbour Joan 
Gloria Sampson & Family 
Grace Fairbank 
Bruce & Valda (friends of  
Jo-ann & David) 

Prayers of the People 
We pray especially for -  

Lourdes and her family  
Gemma and Teresa 
Heather (daughter of close friend of 
Graeme & Joan) 
Tina and her two teenage sons (also 
friends of Graeme & Joan) 
Susan Bartell 
Barb Loosemore 
Bronwyn 
Anita and Rod 

We now have our own YouTube Channel. Click on the YouTube logo or   
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPNMmOZcLZG12hSd9-HiJCQ  

to view selected sermons and service preludes 

 

Church on the Internet - Sunday 10am (doors open 9:45 am) 

        Videos on the Internet 

 

Social Collection Department 
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 “Cause for Concern” 

 


